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fter a night of camping they
woke up at dawn, put on their
helmets, kickstarted their bikes
and off they went... with their
long hair swishing across their

faces. Only, it isn’t the guys this time! 
Seventeen-year-old Alisha Abdullah has in-

spired women across the country by becoming
India's only female motorcycle racer. And girls
today are riding high on adventurous expedi-
tions on their motorcycles. Doing a lot of sport
biking and riding away displaying their
wilder shades. Aparna Narayan, a student and
a bullet bike lover, has been biking for four
years now. She says, “I wanted to break the
stereotyping of girls as delicate darlings who
can’t ride bikes. Girls can ride just like boys,
in a few cases even better than them, although
people choose not to accept it. I've gone on a
bike expedition covering Tamil Nadu, Kerala
and Karnataka.”

While there are strong reasons for women
to turn motorcyclists, there are a few who ride
to create style statements. “Someday, I’d ride
my own Harley Davidson,” says Riya Sharma,
an accountant and an old hand at biking.

Adventure-hungry Surabhi Ramakrish-
nan says, “I love experimenting with vehicles.
I learnt to ride a bike when I was in PUC. All
my friends knew riding, so that was the moti-
vation for me to learn too. My best experience
on the bike was when I was riding down my
college campus and a few of my friends, guys
and girls alike were gaping at me with awe.”

While women are taking to the roads riding
their 180 ccs, there is another craze among
those who want to accessorise their bikes and
want to get cool, stickered helmets. Sam, an
advertising professional says, “I’m crazy
about the accessories that come along. I once
rode a sexy modified bike and it was brilliant.
I have a very cool helmet and I love to acces-
sorise my bike too.”

Reshma Marathi, a CA student,
says, “I’ve been an adventurer since
college days, when I went on an ad-
venture biking camp as a part of
the NCC. I’ve been riding since
then. The courage I draw while
riding a bike is amazing. Girls
today are no more the senti-
mental fools that they are made
out to be. Every time I’m out
with my bike, I leave the on-
lookers with surprised looks.
“The trend sure is catching
up and women are out to
prove that this isn’t just an-
other fashion fad.’’
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Riding a bike is perceived to be something 
that boys do. No! Say these girls, 
who have broken the stereotype   ����

������
���	

Aparna Narayan


